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Central Florida’s railroad tracks see a lot of train traffic each day: CSX, Amtrak and Florida Central Railroad. 

They also see more than their fair share of crashes between trains, and pedestrians and  drivers. The need for 

railroad safety education is already urgent, and getting more so in the near future. 

 

With the opening of SunRail passenger service in the first quarter of 2014, more than 30 new trains will be 

added to Central Florida’s tracks. SunRail trains will be running from DeBary in southern Volusia County 

through Sand Lake Road in Orange County — 32 miles of tracks with 12 stations. They will be running both 

northbound and southbound throughout the day, from 5:30 a.m. until after 10:00 p.m. 

 

Here are some simple tips people can practice every day to stay around railroad tracks. 

Stay off the tracks! The railroad tracks are private property and being on them is trespassing. It’s also 

very dangerous. Trains travel at an average speed of 45 miles per hour through Central Florida, with a 

top speed of 79 miles per hour. At those speeds, it can take a mile or more for a train to stop, and a 

pedestrian on the tracks may not see the train in time to get out of the way. SunRail trains will be 

quicker and quieter than the other trains that use the tracks. 

Don’t put anything on the tracks! Objects on the tracks, like coins or cans, don’t always get smashed by a 

passing train. Often they become missiles traveling at high speeds away from the tracks and toward 

parks, houses, schools and other populated areas. 

Don’t try to beat the train! Driving around the crossing gates is another illegal and very dangerous       

behavior, because a train outweighs a car by the same ratio that a car outweighs an aluminum can. 

 

Sunrail is partnering with Operation Lifesaver to reach out to all Central Floridians with the railroad safety 

message. Schools, clubs, homeowners’ associations, and groups of all kinds are encouraged to schedule an 

Operation Lifesaver presentation. Presentations are available for all age groups and range from 10 to 30   

minutes. 

 

To arrange for an Operation Lifesaver presentation at your next meeting or gathering, contact the SunRail 
City Center at 407-487-4035 or anne@sunrail.com. 

National Train Safety Awareness Week 

May 5-11, 2013 

mailto:anne@sunrail.com


Each May, youth across the country unite during Global 

Youth Traffic Safety Month to focus on the leading cause 

of death for them and their peers; traffic related crashes.  

Global Youth Traffic Safety Month empowers youth to 

develop and lead traffic safety projects, support law en-

forcement, and    effect legislation to protect teen road-

way users.   

 

This year, in addition to campaigns that focus on safe 

teen driving, impaired driving and distracted driving pre-

vention, the National Organizations for Youth Safety 

(NOYS) will      introduce a new campaign to promote bicycle and pedestrian safety.   

 

For more information on Global Youth Traffic Safety Month and how to get your own community or organization involved, 

visit www.noys.org. 

International Bike to School Day 

May 8th, 2013 
 

Visit: www.walkbiketoschool.org 

to learn more. 

May 5th - Cinco De Mayo 
Impaired Driving Prevention Campaign  

Find  your  t raf f ic saf et y cam paign  m at er ials at : 

w w w.t raf f icsaf et ym arket ing.gov  

May 20th - June 2nd 



Safe Mobility for Life:  

A Plan to Benefit Florida’s Aging Road User  

By Gail Holley, FDOT Safe Mobility for Life Program Manager 

 

Driver safety is a growing concern across our nation as our population grays. As Florida’s 

population ages, we must recognize the specific needs of our aging road users and provide  

programs and resources to ensure safety on our roadways. To meet this need, the Florida    

Department of Transportation established a statewide coalition composed of 26 different  

agencies and organizations, including the CTST Coalition.  Together we are working to help 

keep Floridians safe and mobile into their golden years. 

 

The Safe Mobility for Life Coalition defines an aging road user to be someone who is a driver, 

passenger, pedestrian, bicyclist, transit-rider, motorcyclist, or   operator of non-motorized    

vehicles who is 50 years of age or older, with a special emphasis on the 65 years or older age 

group. It is our goal to improve their safety, access, and mobility by reducing the number of 

fatalities, serious injuries, and crashes while maintaining their mobility and independence. To 

achieve our goal, we have built a strong foundation by developing a broad Aging Road User 

Strategic Safety Plan, which has been adopted into Florida’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

under the At-Risk Drivers Emphasis Area.  

 

Coalition members believe that if we are going to successfully reduce the crash rate for drivers 

65+, we must develop and implement programs and resources that not only meet their unique 

needs, but also address the needs of our stakeholders. In addition to older adults, we consider 

our stakeholders to be families and caregivers, law enforcement, local communities, health 

care professionals, planners, engineers, and safety advocates like you. 

 

In June 2012 we released our first resource, Florida’s Guide for Aging Drivers. The guide was 

written in consumer-friendly language and targets older adults and their families and is a 

printed version of our website (www.SafeandMobileSeniors.org). It helps everyone understand 

the impact that aging can have on driving and learn the warning signs and resources that are 

available to help make the transition when driving may no longer be a safe option. The guide 

offers just about everything a driver needs to be more proactive about staying safe on the 

road. It is a free resource, and available by contacting: 

 

 

Safe Mobility for Life Resource Center 

Pepper Institute on Aging and Public Policy 

636 West Call Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32306 

Email: safe-mobility-for-life@fsu.edu 

 

http://www.SafeandMobileSeniors.org


Distributing the guide directly through our resource 

center enables us to evaluate the             effectiveness 

of the guide while also receiving input as we work to 

develop more resources. With this in mind, we also 

realize that many organizations or groups, such as 

yours, are excellent partners to help get the guide and 

the information it contains, into the hands of aging 

drivers within your communities. To meet this need, 

we developed a postage paid mail-in card as a    re-

source and copies of the card are also available by 

contacting our Safe Mobility for Life        Resource 

Center. 

 

The Safe Mobility for Life Coalition believes that working together with state and local partners 

as we implement our strategic safety plan will ultimately be the key to reducing the crashes, 

injuries, and fatality rates of at-risk aging Floridians. 

 

For more information, view www.SafeandMobileSeniors.org/FloridaCoalition.htm or please  

contact Mrs. Holley at (850) 410-5414 or e-mail gail.holley@dot.state.fl.us 

The Orange County Roll-Out Event on March 18th was hosted at Lynx Central Station in downtown Orlando. This event 

was more of a grassroots effort to reach the Lynx ridership who are, at some point in their commute, bicyclists or            

pedestrians. The event was a big success and very well received by the patrons of Lynx and local media.  

http://www.SafeandMobileSeniors.org/FloridaCoalition.htm
mailto:gail.holley@dot.state.fl.us


 

This Lake County intersection has a grand total of 8 STOP signs.  Each STOP represents a chance that a 

conflict may occur should a driver fail to stop. 
 

A Lake County intersection improvement project will rebuild the intersection as a continuous flow    

modern roundabout. The modern roundabout project is funded for design and construction with a      

completion date in 2014. 

 

This diagram shows some characteristics of modern round-

abouts. 

Roundabouts have safety benefits: 

 result in reduced speeds 

 reduced crash numbers 

 less severe accidents when they occur 
 

They also have operational and aesthetic benefits: 
 

 smooth out traffic flow 

 steady progress without stop and go 

 limit potential conflict points 

 offer better landscaping opportunities than other types of   

      intersections 
 

 

Learn more about project 4296061 at:  http://lakesumter.dtstiptool.com/Search# 
 

To learn more about modern roundabouts see the video at the FHWA website:  

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/roundabouts/#resources   

http://lakesumter.dtstiptool.com/Search


Florida Legislative Session 

 

HB 3/SB 66 

Child Safety Devices in Motor Vehicles - Requires safety devices for children of specified ages 

and less than designated heights. 

 First reading 3/5.  No action since 
 

HB 13/SB 52/HB 849/SB 152/SB 396/SB 708/HB 61 

 All bills have seen some degree of legislative review, but HB 13 seems to be the only one pro-

gressing.  It’s been through it’s first House reading on 3/11 and has been approved favorably 

in several legislative sub-committees.  It basically provides for enforcement as a secondary 

offense for all ages for specific acts that involve entry of multiple letters/characters such as 

texting, emailing, or instant messaging and the reading of the same.  It specifically excludes 

GPS, traffic/weather alerts, etc which will make this difficult to enforce and its primary benefit 

will be in the use of the investigation of serious crashes.  First offense is a non-moving viola-

tion.  Second offense within 5 years will be a moving violation.  Similar bill in Senate, but will 

require work to have a matching version. 
 

HB 71/SB 62 

Low Speed Vehicles - Allows a vehicle titled, branded, and registered as a low-speed vehicle to 

be converted to a golf cart. Provides procedures. 

 1st reading 3/11. In Transportation/Economic Dev subcommittees. Moving favorably in     

Senate. 
 

HB 75/SB 158  

Highway Safety - Prohibits stopping a bus in manner that impedes traffic while bus is loading or 

unloading passengers. 

 On the Education committee agenda for 4/1.  Some action in Senate committees.   
 

HB 91/HB 4011  

Traffic Infraction Devices - Disallows installation/use of red light cameras and the ability of law 

enforcement to utilize them. 

 Withdrawn 
 

HB 93/SB 402 

Homelessness - Provides another option for voluntary contribution to a grant for homeless pre-

vention when registering/titling a motor vehicle. 

 Progressing in both Senate and House. 

  



 

          Dates to Remember 
 

April 2013 - Distracted Driving Awareness  

 

3rd    Flagler CTST meeting 9:00 AM  Everest Alternative School  

N/A  Sumter TSWG 9:00 AM Sumter County Public Works Department  

9th     West Volusia CTST meeting 8:30 AM FHP DeLand  

10th   Osceola CTST meeting 9:00 AM SDOC Transportation Headquarters  

11th Marion CTST meeting 9:00 AM Ocala PD  

15-19th  Work Zone Safety Awareness Week 

16th   Orange CTST meeting 9:00 AM Orange County Public Works   

17th  Brevard CTST meeting 9:00 AM Brevard County Government  

18th Lake CTST meeting 9:30 AM FDOT Leesburg Operations 

23rd  Seminole County CTST meeting 8:30 AM Lake Mary PD 

25th East Volusia CTST meeting 9:00 AM Daytona Beach Public Works   

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2013 - District Focus:  Global Youth Traffic Safety Month 

 

1st    Flagler CTST meeting 9:00 AM  Everest Alternative School  

5th  Cinco De Mayo Impaired Driving Prevention Campaign 

N/A  Sumter TSWG 9:00 AM Sumter County Public Works Department  

8th   Osceola CTST meeting 9:00 AM SDOC Transportation Headquarters  

8th   International Bike to School Day 

9th  Marion CTST meeting 9:00 AM Ocala PD  

14th     West Volusia CTST meeting 8:30 AM FHP DeLand  

16th Lake CTST meeting 9:30 AM FDOT Leesburg Operations 

20th– 6/2 Click It or Ticket- NHTSA Campaign 

21st   Orange CTST meeting 9:00 AM Orange County Public Works   

22nd Brevard CTST/TIM meeting 9:00 AM Brevard County Government 

23rd East Volusia CTST meeting 9:00 AM Daytona Beach Public Works   

28th  Seminole County CTST meeting 8:30 AM Lake Mary PD 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brevard County– March 1995 

John Znorowski– Chair 

City of Titusville  

Public Works/Engineering 

445 S Washington Ave. 

Titusville, FL  32796 

Office: (321) 383-5797 

Fax:    (321) 383-5705 

 

Flagler County– July 2011 

Sgt Michael Van Buren – Chair 

Flagler County Sheriff’s Office 

1001 Justice Lane 

Bunnell, Fl 32110 

Main Office: (386) 586-4800 

Traffic Office: (386) 586-2628 

 

Lake County– February 1997 

Sgt Thomas McKane IV– Chair 

Lake County Sheriff’s Office 

360 W Ruby Street 

Tavares, Fl 32778 

Office: (352)343-9481 

Fax:    (352) 343-9563 

 

 

Community Traffic Safety Teams (CTST) District 5 Directory 

Joe Steward 

Community Traffic Safety Program Coordinator 

Florida Department of Transportation 

Email:  joe.steward@dot.state.fl.us 

Office: (386)943-5323 

Fax:    (386) 740-4314 

 

Sheryl Bradley 

HNTB/FDOT  

Public Involvement Rep/CTST Consultant 

Email:  sbradley@hntb.com 

Office:  407-547-3077 

  

   

 

  

 

Marion County– February 1996 

Capt. Greg LaMont– Chair 

Florida Highway Patrol 

600 Southeast 25th Avenue 

Ocala, FL 34471 

Office: (352)732-1260 

Fax:    (352)732-1790 

 

Orange County– September 1994 

Christina Fogt-Boulnois– Chair 

VHB 

225 E Robinson St Landmark Center 2 

Orlando, FL 32801 

Office: (407) 839-4006 x 8071 

Fax:    (407) 839– 4008 

 

Osceola County– December 1995 

Glen Hammer – Chair 

School District of Osceola County 

Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Office: (407)518-4546 

Seminole County– May 1989 

Robin Butler– Chair 

Seminole County Fire & Rescue 

150 Bush Blvd 

Sanford, FL 32773 

Office: (407)665-5641 

 

Volusia County (East)– March 

1993 

Harold Briley– Chair 

Volusia County Traffic Operations  

455 Walker Street 

Holly Hill, Fl 32117 

Office: (386) 239-6535 

 

Volusia County (West)–  

September 1995 

Lt Kevin Vaughn– Chair 

Florida Highway Patrol 

1551 E. International Speedway Blvd 

DeLand, FL 32724 

Office: (386) 736-5350 ext 105 

Fax:    (386) 736-5388 

***************************************************************************** 

The CTST Newsletter is a product of the FDOT, District 5 Safety Office. If you are having an event (Safety Fair, Mock 

DUI Crash, Enforcement Wave, Child Safety Seat Checkpoint, Sobriety Checkpoint, etc.) please e-mail your information 

to “joe.steward@dot.state.fl.us”. 

***************************************************************************** 



Study Requested By_______________________________________________________    Date _______________________ 

 

Phone________________________  Agency__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Location________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Crash or Safety Problem Detail ___________________________________________________________________________  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Has the problem been previously reported or studied?                Date _____________________ 

 

Recommendation/Request:________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Crash reports attached: 12 months Hard Copies          or Crash Diagram   (From Local Engineering Dep’t) 

 

To be completed by maintaining agency: 

 

Maintaining Agency    State         County          City/Town of: _________________           Other ________________ 

 

Contact Person _______________________________________________   Date Received ____________________________ 

 

Number of reported crashes _________ in number of months __________      Crash Rate ________________________ 

 

ACTION TAKEN _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Problems & Solutions 

Know of a potential safety hazard on a roadway that you frequently travel?  Complete the following 

form and submit it to your CTST Chairperson! 


